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decreased   owing   to inefficient   administration of the
council and its school board.   The experiment of utilizing
the services of kotwars on payment of remuneration to
secure better attendance of pupils was continued in Nimar
and Betul and in the latter district it is proposed to
extend the experiment to other schools where attend-
ance is poor.   The process of replacement of unqualified
teachers by trained ones continued in several districts,
but in Berar the number of untrained teachers rose from
1,757 to 1,854.   While on the one hand the supply of
trained teachers is reported to have outturn the demand
in the Nerbudda Division, the District Council, Yeotmal,
on the other hand complaints of the scarcity of such
teachers and the department's failure to do anything to
meet its requirements.   The failure of the Council to
secure the services of trained teachers is, however, due
not so much  to the dearth of such teachers as to its
refusal to grant them a remunerative pay.   The number
of indigenous schools aided by district councils in Berar
rose from 209 to 265.   There was a considerable increase
in all the districts except AmraotL   The Yeotmal and
Buldana District Councils continue to be enthusiastic over
this method of spreading literacy.   Fifty of these schools
in Yeotmal district were converted into district council
schools.   The grant paid by the district councils to these
schools    increased   from    Rs,   11,906   to Rs.   19,862.
Government has recently laid down instructions regulat-
ing the conditions and the scale of these grants "

68. District councils have been slow to avail them-
selves of the opportunities for advancing education offered
by the Central Provinces (Compulsory) Primary Educa-
tion Act, III of 1920. The initiation of compulsion rests
with them and not with Government. Up to the present
compulsory education has been introduced in 151 villages
in 6 of the 22 districts in the province. The local Gov-
ernment has bound itself by rules framed under the Act
to provide grants-in-aid from provincial revenues to the
extent of half of the additional recurring and non-recur-
ring expenditure entailed by the introduction of compul-
sory education, and as the scheme expands, the district
councils will have to increase their resources by the only
obvious means of additional taxation. Section 50 of the
Local Self-Government Act empowers them to levy a
special school rate and thus they have the power of pro-
viding increased educational facilities. This form of